Readings for the First Sunday after the Epiphany

Isaiah 49:1-6 and fell trembling before Paul and Si-
1 Listen to me, you islands; hear thisJas. 30 He then brought them out and
you distant nations: Before | was bornasked, "Sirs, what must | do to be
the LORD called me; from my birth saved?" 31 They replied, "Believe in
he has made mention of my name. 2he Lord Jesus, and you will be saved -
He made my mouth like a sharpened you and your household." 32 Then
sword, in the shadow of his hand hethey spoke the word of the Lord to
hid me; he made me into a polishechim and to all the others in his house.
arrow and concealed me in his quiver33 At that hour of the night the jailer
He said to me, "You are my servanttook them and washed their wounds;
Israel, in whom | will display my then immediately he and all his family
splendor." 4 But | said, "l have laboredwere baptized. 34 The jailer brought
to no purpose; | have spent mythem into his house and set a meal be-
strength in vain and for nothing. Yetfore them; he was filled with joy be-
what is due me is in the LORD's handcause he had come to believe in God --
and my reward is with my God." 5 he and his whole family.

And now the LORD says -- he who Mark 1:4-11

formed me in the womb to be his ser4 And so John came, baptizing in the
vant to bring Jacob back to him anddesert region and preaching a baptism
gather Israel to himself, for | am hon-of repentance for the forgiveness of
ored in the eyes of the LORD and mysins. 5 The whole Judean countryside
God has been my strength -- 6 he saysind all the people of Jerusalem went
"It is too small a thing for you to be out to him. Confessing their sins, they
my servant to restore the tribes ofwere baptized by him in the Jordan
Jacob and bring back those of Israel River. 6 John wore clothing made of
have kept. | will also make you a light camel's hair, with a leather belt around
for the Gentiles, that you may bringhis waist, and he ate locusts and wild
my salvation to the ends of the earth." honey. 7 And this was his message:
Acts 16:25-34 "After me will come one more power-
25 About midnight Paul and Silas ful than I, the thongs of whose sandals
were praying and singing hymns tol am not worthy to stoop down and
God, and the other prisoners were lisuntie. 8 | baptize you with water, but
tening to them. 26 Suddenly there wasie will baptize you with the Holy
such a violent earthquake that theSpirit." 9 At that time Jesus came from
foundations of the prison were shakenNazareth in Galilee and was baptized
At once all the prison doors flew open,by John in the Jordan. 10 As Jesus was
and everybody's chains came loose. 2oming up out of the water, he saw
The jailer woke up, and when he sawheaven being torn open and the Spirit
the prison doors open, he drew higlescending on him like a dove. 11
sword and was about to kill himself And a voice came from heaven: "You
because he thought the prisoners hagre my Son, whom | love; with you |
escaped. 28 But Paul shouted, "Don'am well pleased."

harm yourselfl We are all here!" 29

The jailer called for lights, rushed in

Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION.
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers.
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As Jesus was coming up out of the watel
he saw heaven being torn open and th
Spirit descending on him like a dove. And
a voice came from heaven: "You are my
Son, whom | love; with you | am well
pleased."” Mark 1:10-11
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