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Some people hate
change. It makes people
nervous and apprehen-
sive. We're told that a
change might be good for
us, but often as we imag-
ine all the possibilities,
we may not share some-
one else’s enthusiasm. We
can envision how a plan
might go
wrong or
where
someone’s
best in-
tentions
will  fall
short.
Change is not always wel-
come.

There is a trust issue
involved. Can | depend on
those who may be bring-
ing change to my life. Can
I trust them? Will | be
safe or will | get hurt?

As | write this, the sea-

sons have changed from
Summer to Fall. Whether
you are prepared or not,
more change is coming.
Winter is just around the
corner. But I know the
one who brings these
changes in the seasons
and | trust Him.

Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day;
Earth's joys grow dim; its glories pass away.

Change and decay in all around | see;
O thou who changest not, abide with me!
Abide With Me (CW 588:2)

I may not love all the
seasons the same, but |
trust God the Father to
keep blessing me no mat-
ter what season of the
year it happens to be.

We can say the same
thing about the seasons of
our life. Perhaps we look

back with fondness to our
youth or if we are young,
we may be looking for-
ward to adulthood. If you
are having a tough
‘season’, remember that
God the Father, who
blesses each of our days,
is also blessing for
you.

One of our recent les-
sons in worship reminds
us of this:

Change! A fitting topic
as we introduce the St.
John’s Sampler, our new
monthly newsletter. May
the Lord bless those who
work on it each month
and you who read it!
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You've probably heard
more than once that the
word "synod" means
"walking together." It means
walking together in what we
believe (our common faith
based on God's inerrant
Word as summarized in our
Lutheran Confessions) and

)

walking together in what we
do (carrying out our God-
given mission to take the
gospel to all the world).
This summer's convention
beautifully emphasized the
many ways in which both of
these aspects of walking
together are vital and impor-

tant in all we do as a synod.

In a number of different
ways, the convention em-
phasized the importance of
walking together in what we
believe. The devotions, es-
says, and reports all focused
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Re-reshingling

It was decided to ask Ray Barth
Construction to redo the reshingling
project from earlier in the summer.
It seems as though we received a
mix of shingles so that the effect in
viewing the roof is not uniform.
While it is not a stark difference to-
day, the concern is that the shingles
will age differently and the appear-
ance will worsen with time. The
shingling is expected to be com-
pleted this fall.

Mission Festival

At their regular meet-
ing on September 17th,
the Dorcas Society pro-
posed that our Mission

Under the guidance of the Rev.
Gervasius Fischer, St. John's was
established as a con-
gregation June 13,
1886. June 12, 2011
will mark the 125th
anniversary of our con-
gregation.

Those who remember

the planning needed at the time of

our 100th anniversary celebration
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June 13, 1886

125 YEARS of GRACE
June 12, 2011

Festival take place November 1st.
The Council concurred. Pastor Tut-
tle will be preparing a mission-
oriented service that day and the
Ladies of the congregation will pre-
pare a special meal at dinnertime.
Our Quarterly Meeting will also
take place that day, between the
morning service and the meal.

Plans to purchase new laptop
for multimedia desk

Pastor Tuttle outlined the
need for purchasing a
new laptop to handle a
wide variety of tasks from
the desk.

Powerful enough to
run video or other feeds

have advised us that the sooner we
begin planning for our 125th, the
better!

Acknowledging that, if
any of our members are
interested in serving on
the 125th anniversary
committee, now is a per-
fect time to speak up.

There will be plenty of opportuni-

during the service while still
running our presentation soft-
ware.

The ability to make and record
DVD movies, with a view to
making our services available
on local cable channel.

It must be a laptop since our desk-
top cannot be replaced as it runs
our HymnSoft program (electronic
organist software). To accomplish
these tasks it will need excellent
power, an upgraded video and audio
card and extended RAM memory.
The Council will ask the Memorial
Fund Committee to ask families to
consider making funds available for
this purchase.

ties to serve in the coming months
as we get the word out to St. John’s
extended family. Please consider
how you might be part of that plan-
ning process.

For more information or if you
have suggestions or comments,
please contact Pastor Tuttle at St.
John’s: (320) 329-3826.
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We've taken our tradition
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K / Christ's Love, Our Calling.

WELS cross and updated it
symbolize our mission to proclai
the gospel. Think of red as f
color of the Holy Spirit, and th
rings as the good news spread
from the cross throughout t

Calling" is not merely a short-

term theme, but a new way of
describing ourselves. Our new
identity phrase more clearly and
concisely communicates what
we're about, especially to those
unfamiliar with the terminology

world. Q"

in our official title.

The phrase "Christ's Love, Our

We believe that a positive

synod identity stands to benefit all
WELS congregations and organiza-
tions. We are stronger collectively than
individually. When the world under-
stands that as a church body our mis-
sion is to proclaim Christ's saving love,
it will make the connection that every
individual WELS member

shares that same mission.
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This is particularly amazing because
the summer months are typically times
when congregations struggle to meet

conaregations. in our communities their budgets and to keep up with their
3 ) |4 greg ' ' mission commitments. We pray that

on how the means of grace—the gospel \?v(é)rﬁjSTlf]gedif?‘i%trllttireys’ Waenﬂa\?éofgggd me this encouraging trend will continue in
in \Word and sacrament_are the foc'us our s. nod's budget should not distract the months ahead, since fall is a time
pnd Jeundation of all we co. Gods us froym the sim %e facts that the fields when most congregations have mission
Word shapes our beliefs. It is pro- A P festivals and Walking Together Sun-
claimed faithfully in pulpits and class- are still ripe for the harvest and that days. As congregations continue to
rooms and in mission fields. The gospel God has given us the special privilege faithfully grow in their support for the
of Jesus Christ strengthens our faith, Of taking his saving message to people, . ~ ¢ 1o synod, we pray that the
unites us as members of God's family, who are still lost in their sin. painful reductions in mission programs
and gives life to the church as the body _AS we walk together in his Word and 2 - 4 staffing are a thing of the past. We
of Christ. The convention passed reso- in our mission, we have the opportunity pray that we will once again be blessed
lutions encouraging a synodwide study N the weeks ahead to recommit our- yu iy ocoirces to plant new mission
of these precious truths selves as a synod to faithful- congregations, to expand our efforts in
truths that sound so basic | ner?s in both of these ﬁl((eas. world mission fields, and to provide
that should never be taken When it comes to walking i '

granted. The convention al together in his Word, thank g:atzrrea:)s;rl;[;ncfﬁrto %?;ggypei%plimho
approved the establishment God folr the (;Jure gospel l:h'at schools.

a program for continuing ed IS proclaimed every week in People who walk generally look
cation for called workers your worship. Encourage

not primarily as a means f your pastors and tleache:]s to fg:.z a?écﬁ;s :ﬁegglw?ﬁi?;ra?dacsoynr:cﬁd’
them to learn new strategi continue to proclaim that i -
but rather as an encourag end it zealously. Use your issi
ment for all called workers Tn— Bibles at home and attend bless us as we carry out that mission.

continue to grow in the grace Mk SRS Bible classes at your church. e
and knowledge of Christ through con- “Let the Word of Christ dwell in you '
tinued study of his Word. richly as you teach and admonish one

The convention also had much to say another with all wisdom" (Colossians
about our walking together in what we 3:16).
do. You are aware that some elements When it comes to walking together in
of our mission and ministry needed to Our mission, we also have the opportu-
be curtailed and reduced due to the Nity to recommit ourselves to expand-
shortage of funds. At the same time ing our efforts to reach out with the
that we made these difficult reductions, 90spel once again. It's been very en-
we were reminded of the many oppor- couraging that Congregation Mission
tunities that God is placing before us. Offerings, which had fallen in the first
Those opportunities to share the gospel four months of the year, have re-
with more and more people exist in our bounded during the last four months.
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Begun in 2005, the Walking Together thians 12: 4-7 and the unique role lay Peace near Greenville, S.C., and how the
service celebrates all we accomplish, people play in service to God's churct Holy Spirit led them to our WELS fel-
through God's grace, as WELS. The highlight is a special video preser lowship and to serve in a variety of ways.

This year, the focus is on 1 Corin- tation profiling a couple from Abiding St. John’s will celebrate “Walking To-
gether Sunday on
October 4th. May the

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, LORD bless this ef-
but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of fort in our midst!

them in all men. Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common —
good. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7) e
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We're on the Web!
http://sjlc-wels.org
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Our Jesus Cares Bible Class that to Bible Class now at St. John'’s. congregation but from several oth-
takes place on the first and third Like other Bible classes that we ers as well.
Sunday evenings of each month con- hold from our church, the partici- . )
The Green Lake Bible Camp is

tinues to be a blessing to many pants come not only from our own
Christians in the Ren- -

ville area who are in
need of a simplified Bi-
ble class.

held each year for a few days to
provide an extended opportunity for
simplified Bible study and a camp-
ing experience too. Though none of
our Bible class participants will be
attending this year, Pastor Tuttle
~was asked by Mrs, Luetke to volun-
' teer at this year's camp, October 4-
6.

We have anywhere
from 10-15 students
each time we meet
with two to five helpers
attending each time as
well. Our teacher is
Miss Faye Schmidt
who has spearheaded
this program at St.
John’s since her train-
ing by local JCM coor-

dinator Julie Luetke in 4 Enrollment for this year’s camp
2007. @ # > S # stands at 35 with 19 volunteers or
staffers. Please keep this ministry
; in your prayers! T
i+

The theme of this year’s camp
will be “All My Life with Jesus.”
Julie told Pastor Tuttle that she
will be asking him to host their own
version of “The Price Is Right,”

- complete with games & prizes.

We have a committed
core group that comes ! !




